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Cagayan de Oro is a modern, multi-cultural city that lies on the northern shores
of Mindanao Island of the Philippines. It has gourmet restaurants, fine hotels and
is the shopping capital of the island. Known as the "city of golden friendship"
because of the hospitable nature of the kagayanons, Cagayan de Oro always
offers a special welcome to visitors, wherever they may come from.
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THE CITY
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The city is known as the ‘Gateway to Northern
Mindanao’ because of its key location on the
shores of the island. The capital of the Misamis
Oriental province and the regional government
and commercial centre for Region 10, the
northern district of Mindanao Island, Cagayan de
Oro is a bustling, cosmopolitan city.

It is home to leading universities, including the
Capital University, Xavier University and Liceo
de Cagayan University, recognised for their work
in medicine and agriculture. They give the city a
vibrant edge and a large student population.
Bookshops can be found on almost every corner.

The city is surrounded by vast plantations,
including those of the Bukidnon province,
famous for its pineapples. Not to be confused
with the Cagayan province in Northern Luzon or
Cagayan islands, the city of Cagayan de Oro can
trace its history back to the 1st century AD.

Little remains of the original city due to a fire
that destroyed most of its buildings in 1901. As a
result, the Plaza Divisoria, a huge area of parks
that divide the city, was designed and developed
as a fire break. Today, it is where residents can
be seen jogging, reading in the sunshine or
quietly contemplating. Within the Plaza Divisoria

is Bonifacio Park where local soldiers who

fought for the country are honoured.

DO & SEE

Kleomarlo (image cropped)

The city offers residents and visitors many
things, including fine restaurants, great hotels
and the chance to enjoy whitewater rafting and
kayaking along the Cagayan de Oro river,
festivals, golf, spas, museums like the La Castilla
Museum and the Museo de Oro, famous for their
antiquities, and horse riding or trekking in the
Mapawa Nature Park. With many huge malls, the
city is also the shopping mecca of the Mindanao

region.

Malasag Eco-Tourism Village

o [l This is a living museum
:- designed to capture how
the indigenous tribes of

Mandanao island lived in
centuries past, including
" replica houses and crafts,
as well as regular tribal shows. The village
stands in tropical gardens with panoramic views

out over the coastline.

Photo: Antonio V. Oquias / Shutterstock.com
Address: Malasag Hills, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 855 6181
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Whitewater Rafting on the Cagayan de Oro
River

Cagayan de Oro is famous
for its whitewater river
rafting and kayaking, and
there are many

companies that specialise
in the sport (Kagay
Whitewater Rafting being one). Most are easily
found along the riverside. The river has a series
of rapids, rocks and boulders that make it a
thrilling ride.

Photo: Ammit Jack/Shutterstock.com

Address: 1 Rivera St. Cor. Corrales Ave., Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 310 4402

Internet: www.kagaycagayandeororafting.com

Macahambus Adventure Park

Macahambus Adventure
Park is a natural park
where visitors can see the
spectacular Macahambus
Gorge, take a walk across
the Sky Bridge that is

elevated some 120 feet off the ground, take a

slide ride through the undergrowth and walk
through ancient forests.

Photo: Kleomarlo(image cropped)
Address: Barangay Lumbia, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 310 8226

Catanico Falls
1. %

Catanico Falls is one of

{ several natural wonders
for which Cagayan de Oro
is famous. An area of

@ ¥ boulders and rock

¥ ';; formations through which
ragi water paéses and then falls in a
spectacular fashion, it is a wondrous sight.

Journey time from the city is around 30 minutes.

Photo: kkristie
Address: Catanico Falls, Cagayan de Oro

Mapawa Nature Park

e e @8 Activities like horse
riding through forests,

" trekking to see waterfalls

§ and nature trails to enjoy

% flora and fauna can all be

: : found at the Mapawa

Nature Park. There is no public transport to get

here so it might be a good idea to hire a taxi for

a day.

Photo: shankar s.(image cropped)
Address: Malasag Hill, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 9177 067 206

Internet: www.mapawa.com

Pueblo de Oro Golf and Country Club
i

Golf enthusiasts will
‘ enjoy this 18-hole par 72
- course designed by the
famous designer Robert
Trent Jones II. It is
: considered one of the
best in the Philippines. There is a clubhouse,
driving range and practice greens - everything to
make for a great golfing experience.

Photo: Konstantin Sutyagin/Shutterstock.com
Address: Masterson Avenue, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 858 7436

Internet: www.pueblodeoro.com

Rodelsa Hall

Rodelsa Hall is a cultural
centre for the performing
™ arts and this landmark
building includes a
concert hall with
state-of-the-art

technology. There are areas dedicated to
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exhibitions too. It is located within the Liceo de
Cagayan University and regularly offers a
programme of live musical and artistic events

and displays.

Photo: aerogondo2/Shutterstock.com
Address: RN Pelaez Boulevard, Carmen, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 858 4093

Internet: www.liceo.edu.ph

Opol Beach
Only minutes away from
the city centre lies Opol
Beach, or rather a long
stretch of land where
several smaller beaches
sit next to each other.
Boat trips to a nearby island are on offer. There
are a number of resorts directly in the area, and
affordable cottages available for rent.

Photo: Kleomarlo(image cropped)
Address: Opol, Northern Mindanao

Museum of Three Cultures
Located at the Capitol
University, the museum

| holds a fascinating

" cultural archive of

d Northern Mindanao and

¥ Butuan. It contains a vast
array of artifacts of the Manobo and Higaonon
cultural traditions, which includes art objects,
ceramics, photographs and even furnishing of old
sultans' homes.

Photo: Hiart(image cropped)
Address: Corrales St, Cagayan de Oro
More Info: Capitol University

Vicente de Lara Park
This centrally located, small park is beloved by

the city residents for the jog-perfect, tree-shaded

paths, weekend Zumba classes taught by
professional instructors (anyone is welcome to
join in!), and the food stands with an array of

snacks on sale.

Address: Don Apolinar Velez St, Cagayan de Oro

DINING

Ekaterina Pokrovsky / Shutterstock.com

Eating out in Cagayan de Oro can be as
extensive or as light as you wish. Many of the
local dishes comprise fish marinated in wine,
lemon, and spices (such as the popular Kinilaw).
Grilled meats and poultry can usually be found

on the menus of most eateries as well.

As befits a cosmopolitan city, there are
restaurants to suit all tastes. Keep an eye out for
French, Italian, Mexican, Indian, and, of course,
Oriental eateries. Many restaurants offer al
fresco dining.

Below are the best places to eat in Cagayan de
Oro, Philippines:

Grand Caprice Restaurant

With an elegant oriental

themed décor, subtle

B! lighting and an extensive
Chinese gourmet menu,
- the Grand Caprice is

-y

popular with discerning
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diners and local business people. A fine wine list
adds to its reputation as being a place to go for a

dining experience.

Photo: Kondor83/Shutterstock.com
Address: Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 272 7502

More Info: Limketkai Center

Dynasty Restaurant

This is a spacious

~ restaurant with a

{ distinctly oriental theme,
located at the Dynasty
Court Hotel. The Dynasty

serves an extensive range

of traditional Chinese dishes with an emphasis
on fish and seafood. Its speciality is Peking Duck
and Shark-fin soup.

Photo: Bastiaanimage stock/Shutterstock.com
Address: Hayes St, Cagayan de Oro

Phone: +63 88 857 4576

Internet: www.dynastyhotel.com.ph

Thai Me Up

_-1 TN pind all your Thai cuisine
| PR favorites and more at
53 Thai Me Up - a restaurant
that adds a little local
flavor to the beloved pad

: thai, spring rolls, chicken
satay, crab z;nd more. All-you-can-eat deals are
available weekly. Don't miss the chance to try
crocodile meat served here.

Photo: vichie81/Shutterstock.com

Address: Capistrano Mabini St, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Mon-Sun 1lam-2pm, 5pm-10pm
Phone: +63 8822738424

Redtail Shrimps & More
Those convinced that

shrimp and crab aren't
really their cup of tea
should give Redtail

" Shrimps & More a fair

WA shot at changing their
mind - the establishment might just succeed. Try
the fresh seafood seasoned with signature sauce,

now served directly in hot, steaming skillets.

Photo: Kondor83/Shutterstock.com

Address: Papa Juanitos Square, Cagayan de Oro

Internet: www.facebook.com/redtailshrimps
More Info: Stall 5 & 6

For those new to Filipino
cuisine, Kagay-Anon
Restaurant is a great

'/ place to start

familiarizing yourself

SR with local culinary

delights. the Ostrich Salpicao, or any of the
other authentic dishes served in artisan wood

platters. Orders can be shared in groups.

Photo: Dolly MJ/Shutterstock.com
Address: Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 9am-8pm
Phone: +63 8822 729003

More Info: Level 2, Limketkai Center

High Ridge

‘ With its elevated outdoor
terrace and panoramic

views over the city, High
Ridge boasts a truly
unique setting and unique
ambiance that becomes
most apparent at night, when hundreds of lights

shine below. Serves international cuisine with an

emphasis on American and Asian.
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Photo: Sarah Marchant/Shutterstock.com
Address: Macasandig, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 11am-midnight
Phone: +63 943 708 5492

CAFES

sarsmis / Shutterstock.com

Cagayan de Oro has a cafe society lifestyle with
many establishments having outside eating
areas. The city’s cafes offer a great way to eat
quickly and informally while out sightseeing or
shopping.

Here are some of the best cafes in Cagayan de
Oro, Philippines:

Bigby’'s Café and Restaurant

There are two Bigby’s in
the city, both offering a
wide selection of

international dishes such

fish and seafood dishes,

pasta, stews, salads, and fabulous desserts.
Specialities include Kamikazee Balls, salmon,
along with sweet Mango Chantilly Crepes.

Photo: Junial Enterprises/Shutterstock.com
Address: Masterson Ave, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 10am-9pm

Phone: +63 88 880 0822

Internet: http://bigbyscafe.com

Email: customercare@bqfc.ph

More Info: At SM City Cagayan De Oro

as grilled chicken, steaks,

Goldilocks Bakeshop

' ' For some great cakes,
pastries, and desserts
head for Goldilocks.
Specialities include
Blackforest dessert,
Chocolate Mousse Cake,
Fresh Lumpia, Crema de Fruta, and Filipino
specials like Guisada, Rellenong Bangus, and
Dinuguan. A number of locations operate around

town.

Photo: pickingpok/Shutterstock.com
Address: RN Abejuela St, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 7am-9pm

Phone: +63 88 857 7578

Internet: www.goldilocks.com.ph

Email: customercare@goldilocks.com.ph

Pancake House

Not only are there
pancakes with all manner
of toppings served at the
¥ Pancake House, but also
a great selection of
\\____/ =« American-style salads,
roasted chicken and pan-prepared meat dishes,
spaghetti dishes and waffles. Great for an

informal and inexpensive snack.

Photo: cobraphotography/Shutterstock.com
Address: Rosario Crescent Street, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 856 7168

Internet: www.pancakehouse.com.ph

Email: feedback@pancakehouse.com.ph

More Info: North Concourse Limtetkai Center
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Candy's Cafe

.

L agd, _‘:r_ with a large selection of

Candy's Cafe is a cosy,

ambient establishment

4 high-quality sweet and
savory foods on offer.
Among the highlights are
Italian classics (pizza and pasta) and the
heavenly desserts - pecan pie and Red Velvet
cake among others. Two locations currently
operate in the city.

Photo: Takekazu Omi/Shutterstock.com

Address: Rosario Crescent, Lungsod ng, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 10am-11pm

Phone: +63 88 323 1975

Internet: www.candyscafecdo.com

More Info: Rosario Strip, Level 1, Limketkai Center & Centrio
Mall

Missy Bon Bon Breadshop

Conveniently located at
the Limketkai Mall, Missy
Bon Bon Breadshop is a

@ hit with both locals and
tourists. A one-stop
location for quick savory

snacks (breakfast menus available) and a varied
array of sweets, coffee and gelato. Treats from
Missy Bon Bon make for perfect "pasalubong” to

bring home.

Photo: Kichigin/Shutterstock.com
Address: Rosario Drive, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Opens at 6am

Phone: +63 88 8566852

More Info: Limketkai Mall, Level 2

BARS & NIGHTLIFE

Stefan Munder (image cropped)

The nightlife in Cagayan de Oro is a mix of
nightclubs and bars that are open from around 7
pm through to midnight, or later on Friday and
Saturday nights.

Cagayan de Oro offers bingo halls, evening
sports events, and restaurants. There is
something to suit all ages and preferences, as
befits a vibrant, cosmopolitan city like Cagayan
de Oro.

Below are the best bars and nightclubs in
Cagayan de Oro, Philippines:

Lifestyle District

Lifestyle District is an
outdoor beer garden of
all sorts, a cool hang out
spot for the young locals
| that gets busy after
sundown. There is a
number of bars, restaurants, dessert shops, and
entertainment venues in the area (KTV included)

to make for a pleasant night out on the town.

Photo: Deborah Kolb/Shutterstock.com
Address: Corrales Ext., Cagayan de Oro
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Plaza Divisoria

A bustling nightlife hot
h spot, Plaza Divisoria
§ comes alive after
sundown when dozens of
vendors set up shop in
the street and fast food
stalls operate in full mode. Live music is played
in the streets, and the area is closed off to traffic

every weekend after 6 pm.

Photo: Viktor Hanacek/Shutterstock.com

Address: Plaza Divisoria, Cagayan de Oro

Pulse Live Music Venue

Popular with young and
trendy types, the Pulse
Live Music Venue offers
nightly entertainment and
dancing. Local and

International bands play

live R&B music, there’s karaoke, themed nights,
light and laser shows. The Sky Lounge has a bar
serving drinks, plus Pulse has a food bar.

Photo: Patrizia Till/Shutterstock.com
Address: Tiano-Gaerlan Street, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 88 856 2596

Microphone Hero

This bar attracts a young
and happy crowd (most
patrons are in their
twenties). It offers live
music, DJ's and themed
nights. Come here to

A

meet new friends and have a great party night,

and try out the KTV - an entertainment form

beloved by the locals.

Photo: Syda Productions/Shutterstock.com
Address: Corales Street, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 5pm-3am

Phone: +63 916 529 7306

Flamenco Café and Bar

Flamenco Café and Bar is
a welcoming evening
venue that prides itself in
being frequented by

: locals and visitors alike.

- The establishment serves
| Sog————

quite an array of foods from Western, Chinese
and Filipino cuisines, as well as a variety of
drinks and desserts. In- and outdoor seating

available.

Photo: wavebreakmedia/Shutterstock.com
Address: Gomez St, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 11am-2am
Phone: +63 88 852 0029

Internet: www.flamenco.ph

SHOPPING

gpointstudio / Shutterstock.com

Cagayan de Oro is famous for being ‘the’ place to
shop in northern Mindanao. Shopping malls and
specialist shops dominate the city centre, and it’s
possible to find just about everything from crazy
fashion items to works of art, household items
and electrical appliances.

Some of the popular shopping areas are along
the Don Apolinar Velez Street and Jr Borja
Street. Of the malls, the first and one of the
largest is the landmark Limketkai Shopping Mall



www.flamenco.ph

Destination: Cagayan de Oro
Publishing date: 2021-09-19

ArrivalGuides

in Lapasan. It has department stores and
numerous shops selling fashions, cell phones and
home furnishing goods to restaurants, four
cinemas and children’s play areas. Visitors can
get their eyes tested, have a spa treatment, do
some banking and have their photos printed too.
An atrium in the centre often hosts exhibitions

and concerts.

Other malls include Makro in Kauswagen
highway, Gaisano City Mall in Corrales Street,
Ororama Supercenter and Megacenter, and the
SM City at Upper Carmen, Pueblo de Oro

Business Park. The city has many markets too,

the most notable being the city centre Cogon
Public Market.

' alive after sundown when
dozens of vendors set up
| shop in the street (selling
clothes, accessories and
various knick knacks) and

fast food stalls operate in full mode. Live music is
played, and the area is closed off to traffic every
weekend after 6pm.

Photo: Rangzen/Shutterstock.com

Address: Divisoria Plaza, Cagayan de Oro

Limketkai Shopping Mall

The landmark mall of
Cagayan de Oro,

§ Limketkai houses

. department stores and

numerous shops selling

fashions, accessories and
more. There are multiple restaurants, four

cinemas and children’s play areas. Visitors can

get their eyes tested, have a spa treatment,

among other activities.

Photo: Subbotina Anna/Shutterstock.com
Address: Limketkai Dr, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 9am-9pm

Centrio Mall

~ Run under the Ayala
Malls trademark, Centrio

Mall is one of the newer

¢ p _“: centers with a large

&

§= (== = .
: : =2 { selection of stores and
e R :

boutiques. Some international café and

il » .
’ ‘ w Cagayan de Oro shopping

restaurant chain establishment are also found
within its premises (Starbucks, TGIF, and more).

Photo: Pressmaster/Shutterstock.com

Address: Claro M. Recto Ave, Cagayan de Oro

Opening hours: Mon-Thurs 10am-9pm, Fri-Sun 10am-10pm
Internet:

www.ayalamalls.com.ph/malls-philippines/cdo-centrio-mall

Cogon Public Market

PR, AL TRE

The city's main public

g market covers an area of
§ four city blocks, with

® buzzing vendors' stalls

: v surrounding the 4-storey
DB . .t‘ main building. The
market tends to get quite hectic at times, but is
the place to be for authentic souvenirs, fresh
produce, electronics, street food and more.

Photo: Bildagentur Zoonar GmbH/Shutterstock.com

Address: Barangay 33, Cagayan de Oro

Phone: +63 88 858 6422

Internet: www.facebook.com/pages/Cogon-Public-Market-Cdo
/173372312821660
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Gaisano City Mall
Another all-in-one,

multi-storey shopping
destination in Cagayan de
Oro, Gaisano City Mall is,
perhaps, generally a tad

more affordable than
other similar shopping centers in the city. There
are a number of cinemas, eateries, shops and

boutiques inside.
Photo: Ariwasabi/Shutterstock.com

Address: Claro M. Recto Ave, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 9am-8pm

SM City Mall

SM City shopping mall is
:‘a one of the favourite

’ shopping locations for

Cagayan city dwellers. Its
stores and boutiques are
= known to offer an
especially lar'g‘fé amount of discounts during sales
season, which makes it a sought-after haunt for
bargain hunters.

Photo: michaeljung/Shutterstock.com

Address: Masterson Ave, Cagayan de Oro

Phone: +63 88 859 2884

Internet: www.smsupermalls.com/mall-locator/sm-city-cagaya

n-de-oro/information/

TOURIST INFORMATION

Jjojo nicdao (image cropped)

Laguindingan International Airport
Laguindingan
International Airport
opened in June 2013 and
y is the first international
airport in the region. It
replaced the old Lumbia

Airport. It is located 46 km from the city centre
of Cagayan de Oro.

The easiest way to get from the airport to the
city centre is by taxi, but be sure that the driver
uses the meter.

There are also several different shuttle van

companies outside the terminal.

Photo: Juan Garces
Address: Laguindingan International Airport
Phone: +63 929 165 4080

Public Transport
Getting around Cagayan
de Oro is straightforward,
with most people taking a
m taxi, jeepney or a

motorela. White and

yellow coloured taxis are
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seen almost everywhere around the city. Always

insist to use the meter.

The more adventurous forms of transport are the
Jeepney, brightly coloured ex-army vehicles and
motorelas, which are a type of covered
motorcycle. Always have coins with you to pay as
drivers do not always have much change.

Photo: Pierre-Luc Auclair

Taxi
White and yellow
coloured taxis are seen
almost everywhere
around the city. Always

insist on using the meter.

Photo: ArrivalGuides

Post
Cagayan de Oro Post

Y

Photo: Andy Fuchs

Address: T. Chavez St, Cagayan de Oro
Phone: +63 8822 711962

Internet: www.postbank.gov.ph

Dentist

For emergency dental
advice contact the
Cagayan de Oro Medical
Center (Tel: +63 8822
722256) or Capital
University Medical City
(Tel: +63 88 8564706).

Photo: Gemma Garner

Pharmacy

Cagayan de Oro has many
pharmacies around the
city, which are easily
identified by their
signage. One of the

biggest pharmacy chains

is Rose Pharmacy:

Photo: Gemma Garner

Address: Osmena Street, Cagayan de Oro
Opening hours: Daily 7am-10pm

Phone: +63 88 272 2204

Internet: www.rosepharmacy.com

Telephone
Country code: +63 Area
code: 88 (or 8822
depending on the
telephone company
providing the service)

Photo: Jardson Almeida

Electricity
220 volts, A.C. 60 cycles.
| | Type A flat blade plugs.
Most hotels have 110-volt

1
l/' outlets.

Photo: Stirling Tschan

Population
675,950 (2015)

Currency
Philippine peso (PHP)
10 ~ US%$0,19

Opening hours
The larger shops tend to be open from around 10am to
around 6pm, although smaller shops often open earlier and
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the large shopping malls for which Cagayan de Oro is famous
are usually open well into the evening.

Newspapers

Mindanao Times
Mindanao Gold Star Daily
Sun Star Daily

Sun Star Cagayan de Oro
Daily Tribune

Philippine Daily Inquirer

Emergency numbers
911

Tourist information
City Tourism Office
A. Velez street,
Cagayan de Oro

+63 88 726 394 / +63 88 723 696
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Calamansi A2 LE Echem B2 SanJose Al
Camia A4 Legaspi Bl T Chaves B4
Capistrano Pelaez Al Lirio A3 T Neri B3
Capitol Drive C2  LKKS Drive D2 D3 Tiano Bros B2 B3
Capitol Road C2 M Clemente B4 Tomasaco B4
Capt Chavez C3 M H Del Pilar B2 V Neri A3
Carmen Bridge A4 M Vega B1 Cl1 V Pelaez Al
Carmen-Kauswagan A1 A2 Mabini B3 Vamenta Boulevard A3
Road

Conchita Neri A1 A2 Macahambus B2 Yacapin B3 C3
Corrales Avenue B3 B4 C2C3 Macalaban B2 C2 Yacapin Extension D4
Corrales Extension Cl1 C2 Magsaysay B1 B2 Yakal A3

Cruz Taal B3  Maharlika Bridge Al B1




